“EASTER VIGIL”
April 4, 2026
6:00 pm



“‘EASTER SATURDAY VIGIL”
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6:00 p.m.

Welcome! We are so glad you are joining us for worship this evening. We call it a
“service” because it is God Who serves us with His gifts through His Word. Our
speaking, singing, and prayers are our grateful response to His goodness. We invite
you to receive grace with us this evening and to join us in praising His goodness.

We invite guests, members and visitors to fill out an attendance card found in your
pew and place it in the offering plate. These help us to get to know you and serve you
better. Please feel free to share only the information you are comfortable sharing! You

can place these in the drop box outside the sanctuary or give them to an usher.

We are blessed to have children worship with us. Your children’s faith and childlike
behavior are welcome here. Please feel free to bring your child up during communion
for a blessing. If, for any reason, you wish to take your child outside of the sanctuary,

our nursery and narthex are equipped with speakers or a monitor so that you don’t

miss any of the service.

If you’re unfamiliar with the way we worship, there’s no need to feel self-conscious.
We’re glad you're here. If you have questions about God, who we are, or what we do,
every person wearing a name tag is fair game for your questions. If they can’t answer

your question, we’ll find someone who will!

Blessings on your worship!
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We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper at this gathering. In this meal, we receive
forgiveness of sins in Jesus’ body and blood in simple bread and wine. This meal is an
expression of our communion with Christ and with one another. This is a celebration
we receive joyfully but take very seriously.

While we celebrate the very real unity all Christians share in Christ (Ephesians 4:4-6),
this meal is also an act of our common confession. If you have not yet been instructed
in the Lord’s Supper or hold to a different confession than this congregation or the
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, we ask that you speak to the pastor before the
service begins. Those who will not be communing are still invited to come forward for
a blessing.

Gluten free wafers and non-alcoholic wine are available, simply indicate your needs to
the pastor or elder at the communion rail.



WELCOME
Beginning in the prayer garden with unlit candles.
INVOCATION

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

THE SECOND DAY
Matthew 27: 62-66

®2Next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees
gathered before Pilate %3and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he
was still alive, ‘After three days | will rise.” **Therefore order the tomb to be made
secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him away and tell the people,
‘He has risen from the dead,’ and the last fraud will be worse than the first.” ®°Pilate
said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can.” %30
they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard.

Pastor will light his candle from the Paschal candle, passing the light on to the candles
of the congregants as we sing the hymn. You are then invited into the sanctuary.

HYMN

456 Were You There vs. 1-3
1 Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Oh...
Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

2 Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?
Oh. ..

Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?

3 Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?
Oh. ..

Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?

Text: African American spiritual, 19th cent., alt. Text: Public domain



@ SERVICE OF LIGHT T

Pastor: Jesus Christ is the light of the world,
People: the Light no darkness can overcome.

Pastor: Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,
People: and the day is almost over.

Pastor: Let Your light scatter the darkness
People: and illuminate Your church.

Pastor: Let us pray...Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe, Who
led Your people by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.
Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His Word be a
lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are merciful and You love
Your whole creation, and we, Your creatures glorify You: Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

@ SERVICE OF READINGS T

Extinguish candles.
CREATION
Genesis 1: 1-5, 26-31

1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without
form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was
hovering over the face of the waters. 3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there
was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from
the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there
was evening and there was morning, the first day. 26 Then God said, “Let us make
man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the
sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth
and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 So God created man in
his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created
them. 28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and
fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the
birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29 And God
said, “Behold, | have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the
earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 30 And to
every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that
creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, | have given every green
plant for food.” And it was so. 31 And God saw everything that he had made, and
behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth
day.



THE FALL

Genesis 3: 1-15

1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God
had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree
in the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the
trees in the garden, 3 but God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in
the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.” 4 But the serpent said
to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and
that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she
also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of
both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves
together and made themselves loincloths. 8 And they heard the sound of the Lord
God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid
themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 But
the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I
heard the sound of you in the garden, and | was afraid, because | was naked, and |
hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the
tree of which | commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom you
gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and | ate.” 13 Then the Lord God
said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent
deceived me, and | ate.” 14 The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have
done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on
your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 15 | will put
enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he
shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”

THE PROMISED SACRIFICE
Genesis 22: 1-14

1 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said,
“‘Here am |.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to
the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of
which | shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey,
and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for
the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 On
the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5 Then Abraham
said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; | and the boy will go over there
and worship and come again to you.” 6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt
offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So
they went both of them together. 7 And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!”
And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where



is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the
lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. 9 When they
came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid
the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the
wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son.
11 But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham,
Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or
do anything to him, for now | know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld
your son, your only son, from me.” 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and
behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went
and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So
Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day,
“On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”

DELIVERANCE
Exodus 14:10-31

10 When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up their eyes, and behold, the
Egyptians were marching after them, and they feared greatly. And the people of Israel
cried out to the Lord. 11 They said to Moses, “Is it because there are no graves in
Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to
us in bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Is not this what we said to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us
alone that we may serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve
the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” 13 And Moses said to the people, “Fear
not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will work for you today. For
the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. 14 The Lord will fight
for you, and you have only to be silent.” 15 The Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry
to me? Tell the people of Israel to go forward. 16 Lift up your staff, and stretch out your
hand over the sea and divide it, that the people of Israel may go through the sea on
dry ground. 17And | will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they shall go in
after them, and | will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, and his
horsemen. 18 And the Egyptians shall know that | am the Lord, when | have gotten
glory over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.” 19 Then the angel of God who
was going before the host of Israel moved and went behind them, and the pillar of
cloud moved from before them and stood behind them, 20 coming between the host
of Egypt and the host of Israel. And there was the cloud and the darkness. And it lit up
the night without one coming near the other all night. 21 Then Moses stretched out his
hand over the sea, and the Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night
and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 22 And the people of Israel
went into the midst of the sea on dry ground, the waters being a wall to them on their
right hand and on their left. 23 The Egyptians pursued and went in after them into the
midst of the sea, all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. 24 And in the
morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and of cloud looked down on the Egyptian
forces and threw the Egyptian forces into a panic, 25 clogging their chariot wheels so
that they drove heavily. And the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from before Israel, for the
Lord fights for them against the Egyptians.” 26 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch



out your hand over the sea, that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon
their chariots, and upon their horsemen.” 27 So Moses stretched out his hand over the
sea, and the sea returned to its normal course when the morning appeared. And as
the Egyptians fled into it, the Lord threw the Egyptians into the midst of the sea.

28 The waters returned and covered the chariots and the horsemen; of all the host of
Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea, not one of them remained. 29 But the
people of Israel walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters being a wall to
them on their right hand and on their left. 30 Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from
the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore.

31 Israel saw the great power that the Lord used against the Egyptians, so the people
feared the Lord, and they believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses.

PROMISE OF NEW LIFE
Ezekiel 37:1-14

1The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the Lord
and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2 And he led me
around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley,
and behold, they were very dry. 3 And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones
live?” And | answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy over
these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5 Thus says
the Lord God to these bones: Behold, | will cause breath to enter you, and you shall
live. 6 And | will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and
cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that
| am the Lord.” 7 So | prophesied as | was commanded. And as | prophesied, there
was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone.

8 And | looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon
them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to
me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says
the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that
they may live.” 10 So | prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into
them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 11Then he
said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say,
‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.” 12 Therefore
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, | will open your graves
and raise you from your graves, O my people. And | will bring you into the land of
Israel. 13 And you shall know that | am the Lord, when | open your graves, and raise
you from your graves, O my people. 14 And | will put my Spirit within you, and you
shall live, and | will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that | am the
Lord; | have spoken, and | will do it, declares the Lord.”



Psalm 30

1 I will extol you, O Lord, for you have drawn me up and have not let my foes rejoice
over me. 2 O Lord my God, | cried to you for help, and you have healed me. 3 O Lord,
you have brought up my soul from Sheol; you restored me to life from among those
who go down to the pit. 4 Sing praises to the Lord, O you his saints, and give thanks
to his holy name. 5 For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime.
Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning. 6 As for me, | said in
my prosperity, “| shall never be moved.” 7 By your favor, O Lord, you made my
mountain stand strong; you hid your face; | was dismayed. 8 To you, O Lord, | cry, and
to the Lord | plead for mercy: 9 “What profit is there in my death, if | go down to the
pit? Will the dust praise you? Will it tell of your faithfulness? 10 Hear, O Lord, and be
merciful to me! O Lord, be my helper!” 11 You have turned for me my mourning into
dancing; you have loosed my sackcloth and clothed me with gladness, 12 that my
glory may sing your praise and not be silent. O Lord my God, | will give thanks to you
forever!

THE RESURRECTION
Matthew 28:1-10

1 Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a great
earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled
back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing
white as snow. 4 And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men.
5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for | know that you seek Jesus
who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place
where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead,
and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, | have told
you.” 8 So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell
his disciples. 9 And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up
and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be
afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.”

HYMN

456 Were You There vs. 4
4 Were you there when God raised Him from the tomb?
Were you there when God raised Him from the tomb?
Oh...
Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when God raised Him from the tomb?



Pastor:

All sing:

Pastor:

All sing:

Pastor:

All sing:

Pastor:

@ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE (LSB 160)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . . evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS (LSB 161)

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might: Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He who comes in the name of

Pastor:

People:

the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (LSB 161)

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to
bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood
on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant
us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His
own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with
the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the

glory, forever and ever. Amen.



Pastor:

Pastor:
All sing:

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD (LSB 162)

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take, eat; this is My wbody, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is
the new testament in My ¥blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI (LSB 163)
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
AGNUS DEI (LSB 163)
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Please be seated

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

LSB 881 Christ, Mighty Savior
LSB 887 Now the Light Has Gone Away
LSB 878 Abide With Me

Please stand

POST- COMMUNION CANTICLE (LSB 164)

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.



Pastor:

All sing:

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

People:

POST - COMMUNION PRAYER (LSB 166)

Let us pray ... We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and
in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

ACCLAMATION OF EASTER

Christ is Risen!
He is Risen, indeed, Alleluia!

BENEDICTION
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen

Depart in great joy!



